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Migration can be simply studied by geographers as the patterns of human movements between places
. International migrations have a « mirror function » that makes it possible to « study the social change organized by the globalization »
 . Movements increase in scale, size and time. More people would move, quicker ; they can more easily go further  and they are likely to move several times, whatever the scale considered. Just as well would develop material flows (goods, services, remittances) and  flows of ideas (norms, values, representations) between places.  Consequently, traditional methods of migration studies (origin, composition and destination of flows) have been completed by new concepts to adjust to empirical observation. For example, the vision of migration as a weaning from your home country has been replaced by concepts  which also points out that some spaces are crossed over and structured by some relatively stables and regular flows of migrants
. Rather than inter-nationalism has been proposed transnationalism as a way to give thickness to what happens « in-between » the immigration and the emigration countries. A migration can also be made by steps, integrating transit places in migration trajectories or paths
 that do not have to be limited to one border-crossing, but can involve numerous ones. The literature insists also on the « apprenticeship »  and the « circulatory competences ». Knowing-how-to-do might be crucial, but even more crucial would be to know-how-to-circulate and to know-how-to-stay
. As a consequence, the concept of hybridity has also been studied in a post-modernist vision of identity, drawing of the travelling cultures proposed by James Clifford about diasporas
.


Many migrants today build social fields that cross geographic, cultural and political boundaries. Among those that circulate regularly between countries and live a transnational life, mostly unskilled workers have been studied, leaving skilled migrants aside, partly on the assumption that they are numerically inferior to unskilled migrants, and partly because their migration was politically speaking less problematic.


However, the differences between those people and the mass of contemporary migrants can perhaps be understood at the light of the following hypothesis : those migrants would be an elite, not only in the sense that they would be granted with high levels of social, economical, cultural and symbolic resources and status, but also in a sense because they would know how to migrate, how to stay and how to circulate. Our hypothesis is that highly-skilled migrants would have a specific role to play, both because they develop strategies that use differences between nations and also because governments and firms would adapt to those strategies all over the world, shaping them in return. Thus, individual decisions are strongly inter-twinned with structure effects and the human agency placed at the crossed of local, national and global scale.


We can therefore ask ourselves if belonging to an elite group is accessed trough migration or if it is a preexisting condition to achieve a career of migrant elite. In other words : when does a migrant elite career start?


The word career in itself can be misleading. Time geography and life course studies in general have been drawing researchers' attention to non-purely professionals aspects, because migration is not an event that can be totally isolated in time and space for a given individual. The consequences and the roots of that single event stand in larger structures, somehow echoing other individuals. It is therefore interesting to look for a research design and a methodology that would highlight the complexity of individual migration and relate it to society patterns.  Family ties for example would influence careers : they would constrain some choices or enable some others. Family strategies also tickle the issue of reproduction, crucial in elites' studies. It would therefore be interesting to consider the effect of migrant elites careers – in all their diversity- on their family, and reciprocally.  Even more, we can make the hypothesis that a migrant elite career can be prepared even before the beginning of a professional life, as a child.


The peculiar case of the French schooling network abroad invites us to take into consideration the migratory experience of children, whether direct or indirect, past or present. It also raises the question of their future careers, since French schools abroad have the reputation of being elite schools. The term “elite” in itself implies the notion of dominance or power in society, but in the case of people attending french schools abroad, it is not possible to link this condition to the notion of majority, since most people attending the school, are from various origins. However, despite possessing a certain cosmopolitism, the social diversity would suffer. We can wonder in which sense attending such a school can prepare for a migrant elite career, and in what respect local resources can be mobilized in an international context to participate of a “social capital of movement” [Faret, 2003].


This research is based upon life stories of middle school students from the French school of Stockholm and upon the ones of their parents. In that capital, at least two schools offer an education in French: one, located in the center of the city, belongs to the local school system; the other one follows the French curriculum and methods in a privileged suburban enclave. The study ponders  and analyzes spatial and migratory practices as well as representations. In particular, it will highlight different families’ strategies, as well as the children’s interpretations of those strategies.
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French geographer doing a PhD in cooperation with Stockholm University, I am at an early stage of my work but can therefore pinpoint some geographical issues that can be of interest for other disciplins. My quality of qualified French teacher in social sciences allows me to experiment participating methodology with children's of migrant elites in the Lycée Français of Stockholm, as a complement to life stories.
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