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Abstract  

The purpose of this paper is to explore the topic of discrimination and social attitudes towards lesbian and gay people in light of the transformation that is taking place with services needing to consider sexual orientation as an equality strand. It hopes to inform debate on the challenges organisations might considered around sexuality as an equal opportunity issue by drawing together current literature and research findings. The paper reviews the literature around the history of inequality that lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) people have experienced in the UK and places it in context of a wider global community. The approach considers the notion of citizenship, community and the manifestation of discrimination and hate crimes against lesbians and gays. It explores factors that are unique to the LGB community, and finds specific challenges for organisations when considering other equality strands such as faith. There are implications for the workforce in respects of other cultures, homophobia and discrimination against LGB people. The literature around social attitudes in the UK and USA are compared alongside the extent and expression of extreme global intolerance towards gays and the legal and social status of LGB people across world countries.  This research found that the views of influential faith leaders is a  risk to equality around sexuality. This original presentation from a lesbian perspective will be of interest to those working in public services, policy, resources, equality, and research.
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