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The title of this piece comes from internet posts in which a blogger and his commentators shared the missteps and machinations of their adolescent selves as they experimented with their early love interests and teen crushes. They joked about wearing too much cologne or makeup, about agonizing over what music to play during snogging sessions, and generally reminisced about youthful struggles and follies as they learned how to form adult relationships. During this internet conversation, a gay man wrote:

I dunno if this is the appropriate spot, but this post […] reminds me how much of these experiences I missed out on as a gay teen. Never had the opportunity to do the dating thing, or get caught up in trying to impress folks. It just struck me how foreign all of these concepts are to my own history and experience. I'm a tourist in heteroland (Majeff 2011).
This comment illustrates an insidious aspect of heteronormativity: the shared (and erroneous) assumption that we are all straight, and that accordingly we all fit into one communal experience (Rich 1983). For sexual minorities, this shared enterprise – that we do not and cannot join (LABA 1994; HCBA 1995) – marginalizes us and reinforces norms that separate us from our peers and from societal institutions (Brower 2011).

Law and legal establishments, as norm creators and enforcers (McAdams and Rasmussen 2007), magnify and protect heteronormativity. Per Weeks (1998), sexual citizenship encompasses enfranchisement, inclusion and belonging. Comcommitantly when infused with heteronormativity, legal doctrine can push sexual minorities to the margins. Conversely, when law and its institutions include LGBT people, they may reveal the hidden assumptions underlying heteronormativity, and potentially transform societal norms and conventions.  More negatively, however, inclusion can also provoke a counterattack and claim of oppression by those who wish to prevent the loss of heterosexual privilege.  By examining four different instances of sexual minorities’ interactions with law and heteronormativity we can see examples of exclusion, loss of agency, backlash and transformation.
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