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Abstract

Over the last few decades the topic of domestic violence has been brought to light by many feminists within the battered women’s movement. This enlightenment has overshadowed its true concept, as women have been situated as both victims of her gender and her partner; the reality of such an ordeal for gay men has been misrepresented as well as concealed within a web of heteronormative discourses. Minimal research has been conducted to establish the true entity of domestic violence within a non heterosexist lens, although they offer a crucial insight, heteronormativity is the impenetrable barrier which restricts the continuation of such research and ultimately the misrepresentation of an already disempowered discourse. 

However times are changing and so are societal perspectives. Indeed, the ability and accessibility to account for the behaviours of gay men is far greater within the contemporary world (Leventhal and Lundy 1999). So true is this change, the scope for the continuation of primary research is substantial. According to Klesse (2007) homosexual experiences have been offered a more democratic egalitarian position for expression. Relentless queer activism, expanding discourses and an already present gay community is continually creating immense flux for contesting incorrect heteronormative misrepresentations. Ever so, same sex intimacies are not at all a new phenomenon, only the demand for recognition have ruptured the heteronormative climate (McClennen 1999, Weeks et al 2001). 

Conversely however, the opportunity for the conduction and continuation of primary research is greater than ever, underlying misconceptions are strikingly still present. Previous research studies conducted at the end of the twentieth century have highlighted misconceptions that barricade true representations of domestic violence. Deriving from the works of Merrill (1996) domestic violence has been misrepresented due to the assumption that violence between two males is understandable as they are biologically predetermined to be aggressive, is also comprehensible as a woman is not involved, is equally mutual as abusive acts can be received and perpetrated based upon the same gender, is an emulation of heterosexual relationships due to the stereotype of ascertaining a 'butch' or 'femme' role.

Sequentially, what is therefore required to alter the domestic violence paradigm is to ultimately break the misconception, build on current research, explore as well as voice and empower the experiences of gay men by bringing such an impacting ordeal to the forefront. To do so requires the constructs of heteronormativity to be challenged, the cause to be re-represented and a non heterosexist reality to be conjured which is inclusive of gay men to fully provide appropriate explanations of domestic violence. 

Undoubtedly, this article intends to adopt this initiative by reflecting upon primary research that was conducted in Manchester which intended to pursue and unravel contemporary misrepresentations from the men who have been the unfortunate victims of their partner and society. Initially exercised from the grounded theory approach and subsequently driven by crystallisation perspectives, the paradigm of domestic violence is unveiled as not at all a new phenomenon, is concealed on both individual and societal levels due to the lack of self realisation and invisibility, is rejected as well as contradicted by heteronormative constructs and homosexual discourses due to patriarchal structures, masculinity, stigma and above all a negative queer identity. 

Furthermore, the article demonstrates that power roles are central to its occurrence, alongside the individual characteristics of the victim and the level of societal oppression that the gay community faces; this misrepresents the actual reality of the paradigm. In addition, help seeking behaviours of gay men do not run parallel with their heterosexual counterparts, which have created an inconsistent level of service provision which is ineffective and heterosexist. Ultimately , due to the combining forces of heteronormativity where women are considered central and the oppressive nature of homosexual discourses where violence within the social group has been concealed, gay men are more prone to experience a domestically episode and for it to be less understood in comparison to other already identified social groups. Domestic violence within the intimacies of gay men therefore stands alone due to their misrepresentation.  

